
 

Budget Highlights of Europe 
21st May to 15th June 2022 (26 days) 

- 

Highlights of Spain 
21st May to 28th May 2022 (8 days) 

 

Highlights of Eastern Europe 
28th May to 9th June 2022 (13 days) 

 

Highlights of Finland 
9th June to 15th June 2022 (7 days) 

 
Bearded Reedling by Adam Riley 
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Few countries in Europe have especially large birding lists, with many of the sought-after species being 

found at opposite ends of the continent. No single trip could provide an all-encompassing overview of 

the best of what Europe has to offer, until now. Our new Highlights of Europe tour takes us to 4 countries, 

from Mediterranean Spain in the south and Finland in the Arctic north to Poland and Bulgaria in the 

east. This tour can be taken as a single three and half week tour de force of Europe’s avifauna, or in 

shorter bite sized chunks. 

 

We spend our first week in Spain, long a popular birdwatching destination it its own right. Offering a 

wide range of Mediterranean habitats along with safe, easy and excellent birding. Many sites are in 

beautifully scenic settings, featuring Romanesque architecture and ancient, fortified hilltop villages to 

the coastal waters of the Strait of Gibraltar. 

 

Designed to find a good diversity of birds, we concentrate on the wetlands and marshes of Doñana 

National Park on the Atlantic coast and the semi-arid steppes and cork-oak dehesas (a type of wooded 

pastureland). Some of the fabulous species we hope to see include Spanish Imperial Eagle, Great and 

Little Bustards, Pin-tailed and Black-bellied Sandgrouse, Spectacled Warbler and White-throated 

Dipper. 

 

We then move east to Bulgaria and Poland for a few weeks, venturing beyond the former ‘Iron Curtain’ 

which kept Eastern Europe out-of-bounds for most people during the Cold War era. Many of these areas 

have now been found to be wildlife havens, and in fact, some have been established as nature reserves. 

There are plenty of 'eastern' specialties that rarely, if ever, venture into the western regions of Europe. 

In fact, many species are far more abundant and easier to find in the east, no doubt due to its lack of 

development as compared to the more affluent west. 

 

Great Snipe, Pygmy Cormorant, Ferruginous Duck, Eastern Imperial Eagle, Grey-headed Woodpeckers, 

River, Savi’s and Aquatic Warblers, Sombre Tit and Lesser Grey Shrike are some of the species that 

come to mind. Other more widespread, but no less spectacular birds include Golden Eagle, Common 

Crane, Little and Eurasian Bitterns, Bearded Reedling and the beautiful Bluethroat. We will stay in small 

guesthouses in good birding locations throughout this tour, and food will consist of local cuisine. 

 

Our last week of the tour will see us heading to Siberian taiga forests of central Finland. We begin our 

birding in Oulu, searching for numerous breeding owls such as Great Grey, Ural, Northern Hawk, 

Boreal, Eurasian Pygmy and Short-eared Owls. We can also expect great sightings of Hen Harrier, 

striking Whinchat, Common Crane, European Elk and Horned Grebe. Moving on to Kuusamo we can 

expect a number of encounters with a veritable feast of eastern specialities, including Siberian Jay, Grey-

headed Chickadee, Parrot Crossbill, breeding Red-flanked Bluetail, Little and Rustic Buntings, 

Bohemian Waxwing, Black and Eurasian Three-toed Woodpeckers, Hazel Grouse, Western Capercaillie, 

Willow Ptarmigan and Red-necked Grebe. 
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THE TOUR AT A GLANCE… 

 

SPAIN 

Day 1 Arrival in Seville, transfer to Brazo del Este & Bonanza 

Day 2 Tarifa and the Strait of Gibraltar 

Day 3 Seawatching, Laguna de Medina & El Rocío 

Day 4 Full day in Doñana 

Day 5 Doñana, Alange & Trujillo 

Day 6 Full day in Santa Marta steppes 

Day 7 Monfragüe & Gredos 

Day 8 Gredos to Madrid and depart 

 

BULGARIA & POLAND 

Day 1 Arrival in Sofia, transfer to Eastern Rhodope Mountains 

Days 2 & 3 Eastern Rhodope Mountains 

Day 4 Drive to Sarafovo via Sakar & Strandja Mountains 

Day 5 Bourgas Wetlands 

Day 6 Lake Durankulak via Goritza & Varna 

Day 7 Lake Durankulak and steppe country nearby 

Day 8 Durankulak to Varna fly to Warsaw drive to Biebrza National Park 

Days 9 & 10 Biebrza National Park 

Day 11 Biebrza to Bialowieza Forest 

Day 12 Bialowieza Forest 

Day 13 Bialowieza Forest to Warsaw and depart 

 

FINLAND 

Day 1 Arrival in Oulu 

Days 2 & 3 Oulu area 

Day 4 Oulu to Kuusamo 

Days 5 & 6 Kuusamo 

Day 7 Kuusamo and depart 
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TOUR MAP OVERALL… 
 

 
 

TOUR MAP SPAIN… 
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TOUR MAP BULGARIA & POLAND… 

 

 
 

TOUR MAP FINLAND… 
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Highlights of Spain 
 

Day 1: Arrival in Seville, transfer to 

Brazo del Este & Bonanza.  After arriving 

in Seville Airport, we will take a group 

transfer to Brazo del Este. This nature 

reserve, on the east side of the Guadalquivir 

River, can be enormously productive with 

highlights such as Purple and Squacco 

Herons, Eurasian Penduline Tit, Whiskered 

Tern, Western Swamphen, Great Reed 

Warbler and Savi’s Warbler. 

 

We may also see introduced populations of 

Yellow-crowned Bishop and Black-headed 

Weaver. Leaving Brazo del Este, we will 

head to the Trebujena and Bonanza Saltpans 

where we might be able to see our first 

Rufous-tailed Scrub Robins of the season. The saltpans and surrounding areas are probably the best 

location to find Marbled Teal in Spain, as well as producing good numbers of shorebirds, Slender-billed 

Gull, Caspian and Little Terns. Some small freshwater ponds also provide good chances for close up 

looks of White-headed Ducks. 

 

Our last stop of the day will be the town of Chipiona, where the only known colony of Little Swifts in 

Europe resides. After this we will head to Tarifa where we will spend the night. 

 

Day 2: Tarifa and the Strait of Gibraltar.  This morning we will embark on a beach walk along Playa 

de los Lances near the town of Tarifa, where a network of small fields backing onto the dunes are great for 

open ground migrants, such as 

wheatears, pipits, larks and wagtails. 

Sandwich and Caspian Terns can often 

be found sitting on sandbars amongst the 

Audouin’s, Mediterranean, Lesser 

Black-backed and Yellow-legged Gulls. 

Among the waders, Grey, Common 

Ringed, Little Ringed and Kentish 

Plovers, Sanderling, Dunlin and Curlew 

Sandpiper are usually around, as well as 

flocks of European Bee-eater, Pallid 

Swift, Collared Pratincole and Barn and 

Red-rumped Swallows. On the other 

side of the boardwalk, there are some 

open grass plains where Greater Short-

toed Lark, Zitting Cisticola, European 

Stonechat, Common Linnet and Corn 

Bunting are common. 

White-headed Duck by Rob Williams 

Spanish Imperial Eagle & Western Jackdaws by Yeray Seminario 
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The nearby Barbate marshland is also 

good for Audouin’s Gull and various 

waders, as well as Caspian, Sandwich, 

Black and Little Terns, Great Egret, and 

Mediterranean and Slender-billed Gulls. 

Ringed, Little Ringed and Kentish 

Plover can also be seen here; while in the 

surrounding area, we can look for 

Calandra and Lesser Short-toed Larks, 

Black-eared Wheatear, Subalpine 

Warbler and Eurasian Stone-curlew. 

Thereafter we will visit the newly 

established breeding colony of Northern 

Bald Ibis that was created from captive-

bred birds released into the wild, and 

which provides us with the very rare 

opportunity for up-close studies and 

photographs of these critically endangered birds without disturbing them. 

 

After breaking for lunch, we will then explore the network of rice fields at La Janda, once one of the largest 

natural freshwater lagoons in Europe that has subsequently been drained and given over to agriculture. The 

area attracts huge numbers of both resident and migrants alike, and here we can expect to see Montagu’s 

and Western Marsh Harriers, White and Black Storks, Purple and Grey Herons, Black-crowned Night 

Heron, Western Cattle and Little Egret, Crested and Calandra Larks and Eurasian Reed Warbler. This rich 

birding region is often a magnet for early migrants and already the beautiful Montagu’s Harriers should be 

displaying. At this time of year, there’s even the chance for Little Bustard, and we will scan carefully for 

this sought-after species. Beyond the rice fields, an area of open country is great for large raptors; in fact, 

La Janda is among the most important dispersal areas for Bonellí’s Eagle and the Iberian endemic, Spanish 

Imperial Eagle. 

 

Day 3: Seawatching, Laguna de 

Medina & El Rocío.  Early this 

morning, we shall head to the port of 

Tarifa in order to do some 

seawatching, which will give us very 

good chances to seeing Scopoli’s and 

Balearic Shearwaters.  

 

We will then journey to the historic El 

Rocío, a small town which sits right on 

the edge of famous Doñana National 

Park. En route, we will make a quick 

stop at Laguna de Medina to find 

Ferruginous Duck and Red-knobbed 

Coot. We will spend two nights here in 

order to explore the vast marshes, 

Slender-billed Gull by Rob Williams 

Northern Bald Ibis by Rob Williams 
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beach sands, oak and pine woodlands 

of this national park. During our 

journey, we should encounter several 

common and widespread species, 

including Common Wood Pigeon, 

Eurasian Collared Dove, Pallid Swift, 

White Stork, European Bee-eater, 

Common Kestrel, Eurasian Magpie, 

Northern Raven, Crested Lark, 

Eurasian Blackbird, Spotless Starling, 

and catch our first glimpses of the 

abundant water birds we will seek over 

the following two days.  

 

On one evening we will head out to 

search for Red-necked Nightjar in the 

vicinity of the town.  

 

Day 4: Full day in Doñana.  The acres and acres of marshland on the mouth of the Rio Guadalquivir 

form one of the largest wetland complexes in Europe with much of the area protected within the Doñana 

National Park. The national park was established in 1969 and is recognized as a Ramsar Convention 

‘Wetland of International Importance’, an Audubon ‘Important Bird Area’ (IBA), and a UNESCO 

‘World Heritage Site’ with a site list of no less than 300 bird species. The park harbours several species 

that are rare or absent in much of Western Europe and we will seek out notable species like White-headed 

Duck, Marbled Duck, Eurasian Spoonbill, Greater Flamingo, Western Swamphen, the rare Ferruginous 

Pochard, Red-necked Nightjar, and the lovely Iberian Magpie. More common breeding species here 

include Squacco and Purple Herons, Red-crested Pochard, Booted Eagle, Pied Avocet, Short-toed and 

Lesser Short-toed Larks, Common Nightingale, and European Serin. The flooded fields attract a variety 

of migrating shorebirds that could include Ruff, Sanderling and Black-tailed Godwit. The national park 

is vast and some sections are difficult to access, but we will bird the most productive sites by following 

dirt tracks around the marshy areas, 

moving further inland to bird areas of 

cork oaks and umbrella pines. The 

wilderness at the heart of the park is 

home to a variety of mammals, 

including Red Fox, Red Deer, Fallow 

Deer, endemic Iberian Hare, European 

Rabbit and Wild Boar. We will venture 

out after dark to look for the Red-

necked Nightjar, which is fairly 

common here. Doñana is also one of 

the last refuges for the Iberian Lynx, 

one of the most threatened cats in the 

world.  

 

Day 5: Doñana, Alange & Trujillo.  

After some birding in the morning to 

Western Swamphen by Rob Williams 

Lesser Kestrel by Rob Williams 
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look for species we may still be missing, 

we will be heading towards Alange and 

Trujillo, stopping for Rufous-tailed 

Scrub Robin along the way. As we 

journey north the route passes through 

unspoiled countryside where the unique 

dehesa, a magnificent park-like habitat 

of cork and evergreen oaks dominates 

and this habitat is frequented by 

Melodious, Dartford, Sardinian, 

Subalpine, and shy Orphean Warblers. 

The entire Extremadura region is 

fantastic for raptors with a dozen 

species possible and we will keep an eye 

to the sky for Red and Black Kites, 

Common Buzzard, Short-toed Snake, 

Booted, and Spanish Imperial Eagles, 

Peregrine Falcon, Common Kestrel, and 

plenty of Cinereous and Griffon Vultures. Along the way, we will stop at the Alange Reservoir looking 

for Alpine and Pallid Swifts, Eurasian Crag Martin, Thekla’s and Wood Larks, Blue Rock Thrush, Black 

Redstart, Black Wheatear, Rock Sparrow and Rock Bunting. We will then have time to visit ancient, 

fortified towns such as Trujillo where Lesser Kestrels are often seen perched on buildings during the day. 

After dark, we will venture out to look for Western Barn Owl around the village. 

 

Day 6: Full day in Santa Marta steppes.  We will spend all day birding the productive Santa Marta 

Steppes. Here we will cross a labyrinth of farm tracks across the plains, where we have good chances for 

various lark species, including Calandra, Thekla’s, Crested and Greater Short-toed Larks. The area also 

holds good numbers of Pin-tailed and Black-bellied Sandgrouse, best seen as they commute between 

water holes and feeding sites, as well as populations of Great and Little Bustards. Other species we seek 

on these vast steppes include Great Spotted Cuckoo, Iberian Grey Shrike, Northern Raven, Black-eared 

Wheatear, and Corn Bunting, while 

Eurasian Stone-curlews are present in 

small numbers. The edge habitats in 

these steppes are home to Eurasian 

Hoopoe and Spanish Sparrow. We will 

also increase our raptor tally here with 

Montagu’s and possibly Hen Harriers, 

and Little Owl. The open landscape and 

great number of birds will make for a 

very enjoyable and productive day. 

 

Day 7: Monfragüe National Park & 

Gredos.  The Monfragüe National Park, 

covering 18,000 hectares, was protected 

as a Natural Park from 1979 but only 

recently declared a National Park in 

2007. There is an additional 11,700-

Great Bustard by Ignacio Yufera 

White-throated Dipper by Rob Williams 
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hectare buffer zone, culminating in a vast area that is rich 

in wildlife. This fabulous region of mountains, gorges, 

forest and woodland holds Spain’s major breeding sites 

for the rare Spanish Imperial Eagle and during our stay 

here, we will hope for daily sightings of this impressive 

species. The area is also home to the world’s largest 

breeding colony of Cinereous Vulture. These huge birds 

are often visible throughout the region and can often be 

seen attending to goat or sheep carcasses, along with the 

more numerous Griffon Vulture. 

 

Other birds that we’ll be searching for during our time 

here include Black Stork, the impressive Eurasian Eagle-

Owl, smartly plumaged Iberian Magpie, Black-winged 

Kite, European Roller, Eurasian Golden Oriole, Great 

Spotted Cuckoo, Red-rumped Swallow, Pallid Swift, 

Sardinian and Spectacled Warblers, and Ortolan 

Bunting. The liquid calls of stunningly plumaged 

European Bee-eaters will no doubt attract our attention 

to these newly arrived flocks from their wintering 

grounds in Africa.  

 

In the afternoon we shall head to the Sierra de Gredos 

where we can expect cooler temperatures and many new bird species. The dramatic Pico Almanzor and 

verdant pine forests serve as a splendid backdrop as we search for Iberian Green Woodpecker, Western 

Bonelli’s Warbler, Eurasian Nuthatch, Goldcrest, Northern Wheatear, Rock and Cirl Buntings, Dunnock 

and Citril Finch. At higher elevations White-throated Dipper, Grey Wagtail, European Crested Tit, 

European Pied Flycatcher and Red Crossbill are possible. In alpine meadows breeding species include 

Western Yellow Wagtails and Ortolan Buntings and thickly vegetated hillsides are home to the rare 

Bluethroat. The highest reaches of the beautiful Reserva Natural de Gredos, play host to Golden Eagle, 

Water Pipit and the distinctive 

Common Rock Thrush. The park 

also harbours several large 

mammals, including Red Fox and 

the rare, spectacular Spanish Ibex.  

 

Day 8: Gredos to Madrid and 

depart.  Depending on our 

departure flights, we may have some 

more time this morning to bird 

around Gredos before driving to 

Madrid where the tour will conclude 

for some, whilst everyone else will 

continue onwards to Bulgari for the 

start of the Highlights of Eastern 

Europe. 

 

European Roller by Clayton Burne 

Golden Eagle by Clayton Burne 
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Highlights of Eastern Europe 
 

Day 1: Arrival in Sofia, transfer to Eastern 

Rhodope Mountains.  After arriving in the capital of 

Sofia, we will take a road transfer to reach our lodgings 

in the Eastern Rhodope Mountains. 

 

Days 2 & 3: Eastern Rhodope Mountains.  We spend 

the next two full days in the scenic volcanic landscape 

of the Eastern Rhodope Mountains. This remote corner 

of Bulgaria is renowned for its impressive list of 

raptors. Almost any of the Bulgarian birds of prey can 

be seen here with good chances for Golden Eagle, 

Griffon, Egyptian and Cinereous Vultures, Short-toed, 

Lesser Spotted and Booted Eagles, Long-legged 

Buzzard, Levant Sparrowhawk, Peregrine and 

Eleonora’s Falcons.  

 

Black Storks nest nearby, and the rocky landscape is 

home to Chukar Partridge, Eastern Olivaceous, 

Orphean, Olive-tree, Eastern Bonelli’s and Subalpine 

Warblers, Sombre Tit, Western Rock Nuthatch, 

Ortolan, Rock and Black-headed Buntings. Alpine and 

Pallid Swifts, Crag Martin and Red-rumped Swallows nest in the gorges as do Blue Rock Thrush and 

Black-eared Wheatear. Our time here is sure to enjoy fantastic sightings surrounded by superb scenery. 

 

Day 4: Drive to Sarafovo via Sakar & Strandja Mountains.  Today we head further east through green 

rolling hills. We make several stops en route in the Sakar Mountains, located on the Turkish border. A 

known stronghold for Eastern Imperial Eagle, the Sakar mountains are also home to Short-toed, Lesser-

spotted and Booted Eagles, Long-legged Buzzard and Levant Sparrowhawk as well. We’ll search for 

Olive-tree Warbler and Masked Shrike amongst others. 

 

Further east we drive through the Strandja 

Mountains, an endless chain of crests and 

wood-covered tops. Roadside fence posts and 

wires are dotted with European Rollers, 

European Bee-eaters and Black-headed 

Buntings, and there is also a good chance for 

Montagu’s Harrier. We expect to arrive at our 

lodgings in the town of Sarafovo in the late 

afternoon.  

 

Day 5: Bourgas Wetlands.  We spend a full 

day birding the extensive wetlands around 

Bourgas. Exploring lakes, saltpans, reedbeds, 

flooded meadows and marshlands - this area is 

Eurasian Griffon by Adam Riley 

Eurasian Penduline Tit by Adam Riley 
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one of Europe’s richest birding areas, where 

over 300 species have been recorded. The 

shallow lagoons of Atanasovsko and 

Pomorie attract many shorebirds including 

Kentish Plover, Pied Avocet and Black-

winged Stilt plus we’ll check through the 

passage waders in search of Broad-billed 

and Marsh Sandpipers. Mediterranean, 

Slender-billed and Caspian Gulls can all be 

seen here alongside Gull-billed and other 

terns. Lake Burgas should produce both 

Great White and Dalmatian Pelicans while 

Mandra Lake is typically very busy with 

Squacco, Purple and Black-crowned Night 

Herons, White-winged and Whiskered 

Terns, Savi’s and Cetti’s Warblers, Eurasian 

Golden Oriole, Eurasian Penduline Tit, 

Glossy Ibis, Ruddy Shelduck and Eurasian Spoonbill amongst many others.  

 

Day 6: Lake Durankulak via Goritza & Varna.  After a last visit to one of the Bourgas wetlands, we 

drive north along the coast and stop to explore the oak woodland near Goritza looking for Middle-spotted 

Woodpecker, Semi-collared Flycatcher and Short-toed Treecreeper. 

 

After a successful morning we then drive through Varna to the remnant parts of the once endless coastal 

steppes. A casual walk should find Eurasian Stone-curlew, Calandra and Greater Short-toed Larks, 

Lesser Grey Shrike and Isabelline Wheatear. Later in the afternoon we will arrive at our hotel on Lake 

Durankulak. 

 

Day 7: Lake Durankulak and steppe country nearby.  Lake Durankulak is one of the westernmost 

breeding sites of Paddyfield Warbler, and while looking for this species we may find many other targets 

such as Great Reed and Savi’s Warblers, Ferruginous Duck, Pygmy Cormorant, Glossy Ibis, Whiskered 

and Black Terns. Western Marsh Harriers 

are plentiful and there might even be 

divers or skuas out over the Black Sea. 

Further south is Lake Shabla, where we 

will scan the shallow waters for 

waterfowl and waders. 

 

It is a short drive from Durankulak to the 

steppe country above the spectacular 

cliffs of Cape Kaliakra. Here, and at 

nearby Yailata are the most western 

populations of Pied Wheatears as well as 

good numbers of Lesser Grey Shrikes. 

We’ll hope to see any Rose-colored 

Starlings that frequent the area. Calandra 

Lark and Black-headed Bunting will be 

Dalmatian Pelicans by Adam Riley 

Pygmy Cormorants by Adam Riley 
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singing practically everywhere. Scanning 

the sea from the cliffs might produce 

Yelkouan Shearwater, Mediterranean sub-

species of European Shag, Harbour 

Porpoise or Common Bottlenose Dolphin.  

 

Day 8: Durankulak to Varna fly to 

Warsaw drive to Biebrza National Park.  

Today is set aside for travel. We drive from 

Lake Durankulak to Varna for our flight to 

Warsaw, capital of Poland. After arriving 

in Warsaw, we then drive to Goniadz 

inside the famous Biebrza National Park. 

 

Days 9 & 10: Biebrza National Park.  We 

have two full days to explore the most 

exciting and diverse parts of Biebrza 

National Park. On one day we will start 

from Goniądz and continue along the high banks of the Biebrza River. Hundreds of song birds, calling 

cranes, Black-tailed Godwit and other waterbirds are active here during spring. We will look for both 

Lesser and Greater Spotted Eagles, White-tailed Eagle, Montagu’s Harrier, Eurasian Hobby, White-

winged, Whiskered and Black Terns, Black Stork, Eurasian Hoopoe, Citrine Wagtail, Ortolan Bunting, 

Thrush Nightingale, Bluethroat, Common Rosefinch and Eurasian Penduline Tit. 

 

We will also visit the Southern Basin of Biebrza National Park. One of the trails leads to the heart of 

Ławki Fen where Aquatic Warbler calls from dense vegetation. Other species such as Marsh, River and 

Savi’s Warblers and possibly Short-eared Owl can also be found here.  

 

From the observation tower on the hill of Wilcza Góra we will enjoy the beautiful marshland panorama 

and watch soaring raptors such as Lesser and Greater Spotted Eagles, White-tailed Eagle, Eurasian 

Honey Buzzard, Red Kite, Western Marsh 

Harrier and other birds like Black Stork, 

Eurasian Hoopoe, Wood Lark and Eurasian 

Golden Oriole. 

 

We will also explore marshes surrounding 

Jegrznia River, a tributary of Biebrza. This 

attractive river valley and its wet meadows are 

very good for Bluethroat, Common Rosefinch, 

Red-backed Shrike, Corn Crake, Common 

Crane and Eurasian Sparrowhawk. 

 

The Middle Basin of Biebrza National Park is 

characterized by flooded meadows and pastures 

where there are plenty of feeding areas for 

waders and marsh terns. Many other species 

come to feed here such as waterfowl, White 

Bluthroat by Ignacio Yufera 

Aquatic Warbler by Adam Riley 
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Stork and Common Crane. The vast meadows 

and pastures provide excellent hunting 

grounds for raptors with White-tailed Eagle, 

Western Marsh Harrier and Lesser Spotted 

Eagle being seen on occasion. Reedbeds hold 

Bearded Reedling and Eurasian Bittern. 

 

Day 11: Biebrza to Bialowieza Forest.  We 

drive south towards world famous 

Bialowieza Forest. On the way we stop at fish 

ponds near Byalistok to search for Red-

necked Grebe, ducks and terns. In the 

afternoon we arrive to Bialowieza Forest, and 

time permitting visit an area that is good for 

Eurasian Pygmy Owl. 

 

Day 12: Bialowieza Forest.  We take a walk in the strictly protected reserve of the ancient forest in 

search of White-backed, Three-toed, Black, Middle Spotted and Grey-headed Woodpeckers and a 

number of flycatchers including Collared, Pied and Red-breasted. If we get very lucky, we may even gets 

views of the skittish European Bison. 

 

The park near our hotel may produce Thrush Nightingale, Icterine Warbler, Black Redstart, Common 

Rosefinch, Hawfinch and European Serin. More open areas hold breeding Fieldfare, River and Barred 

Warblers, Red-backed Shrike and Eurasian Wryneck. Corn Crake is fairly common in wet meadows, and 

with a bit of luck we might see it lurking in the high grass. 

 

This evening we shall head out at dusk, walk through a wetland to the viewing point, and watch the 

incredible lekking of Great Snipe, one of Europe’s most elusive and declining waders. 

 

Day 13: Bialowieza Forest to Warsaw and depart.  Depending on our departure flights, we may have 

some more time this morning to bird around Bialowieza before driving to Warsaw where the tour will 

conclude for some, whilst everyone else will continue onwards to Finland. 

Hawfinch by Adam Riley 

European Bison by Adam Riley 
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Highlights of Finland  
  

Day 1: Arrival in Oulu.  On arrival at 

Oulu airport, you will be met and 

welcomed by your Rockjumper guide 

before being briefed on the day ahead. We 

then depart on an afternoon excursion 

where we will look for a wide selection of 

European species. Possibilities include 

Eurasian Wigeon, Northern Shoveler, 

Tufted Duck, Common and Red-breasted 

Mergansers, Western Marsh Harrier, 

Common and Little Ringed Plovers, 

Eurasian Curlew, Common Redshank, 

Ruff in splendid breeding plumage, 

Common Tern, Eurasian Wryneck, 

Hooded Crow, Great and Eurasian Blue 

Tits, Sedge Warbler, Fieldfare, Redwing, 

Common Redstart, European Pied 

Flycatcher, European Greenfinch, 

Eurasian Siskin, Common Redpoll, 

Common Rosefinch, Yellowhammer and 

Common Reed Bunting. We will also search for some shy and elusive Finnish owl species, including 

Eurasian Pygmy and Boreal Owls, which nest in May and June. This is probably the best time of year to 

obtain good sightings of these nocturnal species. 

 

Days 2 & 3: Oulu area.  We’ll spend two days in the 

coniferous forests of Oulu, where we have a good chance 

of spotting Black Grouse, Western Capercaillie, Eurasian 

Wryneck, Lesser Spotted, Black and Eurasian Three-toed 

Woodpeckers, plus the chance to see some truly 

magnificent owls, namely Great Grey, Ural and Northern 

Hawk. We will also visit Finland’s most important 

wetland, Liminka Bay, 25km (16 miles) south of Oulu. 

This is a great location, especially for waterfowl and 

shorebirds, and targets include Northern Shoveler, 

Garganey, Little Ringed Plover, Black-tailed Godwit, 

Eurasian Curlew, Spotted Redshank, Common 

Greenshank, Ruff and Caspian Tern. Eurasian Bittern can 

regularly be heard at this site yet are difficult to see, while 

a few pairs of Red-backed Shrike breed close to the 

wetland; about 170 bird species occur in the Liminka Bay 

area. Numerous migratory birds also come to rest here, 

while hundreds of young Common Cranes and Whooper 

Swans spend the summer here.  

 

Western Capercaillie by Adam Riley 

Northern Hawk-Owl by David Hoddinott 
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Mid-May is the migration period of waders, 

and if we are lucky and the wind is in the 

north, we may witness a fantastic spectacle 

when hundreds – if not thousands – of waders 

can be seen. There are several observation 

towers providing ideal vantage points to view 

White-tailed Eagle, and Hen and Western 

Marsh Harriers; while even Pallid Harrier is 

sometimes viewed from this area. The latter is 

a rare breeding species in Finland and we 

would require a healthy dose of luck to see it! 

During our visit to Liminka Bay, a delicious 

lunch will be served at Liminganlahti Visitor 

Centre. Other birds in the Oulu area that we 

have a chance of seeing are Black-throated 

Loon, Horned Grebe, European Honey 

Buzzard, Common Kestrel, Corn Crake, Little 

Tern, European Crested Tit, Common 

Rosefinch and Ortolan Bunting. After a 

superb day’s birding, we will head back to the hotel to get a good night’s sleep in preparation for the 

following day’s activities. 

 

Day 4: Oulu to Kuusamo.  Today we drive eastwards through the untamed northern landscape blanketed 

with forests, bogs and expansive lakes and rivers to Kuusamo, a small city close to the Russian border. 

Birding en route, through vast bogs, we have a good chance of spotting Taiga Bean Goose, Smew, 

Common Crane, Golden Eagle, Eurasian Hobby, Merlin, Peregrine Falcon, Western Yellow Wagtail and 

Northern Grey Shrike. The late afternoon will then be spent in the general Kuusamo area where we’ll 

look for Red-necked Grebe, Black-throated Loon, Common Merganser and Little Gull, which nest on 

the lakeshore. In the boggier areas, we will 

search for Broad-billed Sandpiper, Jack 

Snipe and Red-necked Phalarope. After 

another exciting day, we then head to our 

hotel in Kuusamo.  

 

Days 5 & 6: Kuusamo area.  We have two 

full days to explore this wonderful area. 

Working our way through the extensive 

taiga forests, we can expect to encounter a 

feast of eastern specialties, including Red-

flanked Bluetail, Red and Parrot Crossbills, 

Pine Grosbeak, Siberian Jay, Grey-headed 

Chickadee and Bohemian Waxwing. Other 

sought-after species that we may find in 

these forests are Black and Hazel Grouse, 

Willow Ptarmigan, Western Capercaillie, 

Eurasian Three-toed and Black 

Woodpeckers, beautiful Bluethroat and both 

Eurasian Bittern by Clayton Burne 

Siberian Jay by Adam Riley 
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Rustic and Little Buntings, which nest in the boggy 

areas of the forests, often close to lakes and rivers. 

White-throated Dipper occurs on some of the rivers 

winding through the forest. Golden and White-

tailed Eagle are rare breeding species in Kuusamo; 

however, we should encounter Western Osprey and 

Rough-legged Buzzard in the vicinity. 

 

We also have another chance of finding Northern 

Hawk-Owl, a species often seen perched atop a 

spruce tree quietly surveying its surroundings. 

Other species of particular interest here include 

summer-plumaged Brambling, Common 

Rosefinch and the heuglini subspecies of Lesser 

Black-backed Gull, often considered a full species 

as Heuglin’s Gull.  

 

As the more northerly lakes and bogs of Finland 

and Norway are still frozen, ducks and waders are 

forced to remain at lower latitudes where the 

warmer temperatures allow for flowing rivers and open water lakes. As the various bogs and lakes thaw, 

an irruption of insect life triggers the onset of a frenetic breeding season during the short Arctic summer. 

We can expect to find Wood, Green and Common Sandpipers, Common Snipe, Spotted Redshank replete 

in its all-black plumage, Common Greenshank and Whimbrel. Other species associated with the bogs, 

wetlands and edge habitat include Merlin, Little Gull, the thunbergi subspecies of Western Yellow 

Wagtail (Grey-headed), European 

Robin, Goldcrest, Spotted Flycatcher, 

Common Redstart, Willow Tit, Song 

and Mistle Thrushes, Eurasian Siskin, 

Common Redpoll, Red Crossbill, 

Eurasian Bullfinch and Common Reed 

Bunting. We also have the option of 

heading out in the late evening to 

search for owls should we need to.  

 

Day 7: Kuusamo and depart.  

Depending on our departure flights, we 

may have some more time this 

morning to bird the local area. The tour 

will then conclude not long after 

breakfast at Kuusamo Airport. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bohemian Waxwing by Adam Riley 

Ural Owl by David Hoddinott 
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FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS: 

Tour dates, prices, single supplement rates, approximate flight costs and spaces available for this 

tour are displayed on our website. Please see under IMPORTANT NOTES below. 

 

This includes: 

• All meals from lunch on day 1 to breakfast on day 26; or: 

o All meals from lunch on day 1 to breakfast on day 8 of the Highlights of Spain, 

o All meals from lunch on day 1 to breakfast on day 13 of the Highlights of Eastern Europe, 

o All meals from lunch on day 1 to breakfast on day 7 of the Highlights of Finland 

• All lodgings; 

• Ground transportation; 

• Reserve entrance fees; 

• Extra activities as mentioned in the itinerary; and 

• All local guiding services. 

 

The tour fee does not include: 

• Visa fees; 

• ANY flights; 

• Any beverages (including mini-bar charges at hotels); 

• Special gratuities and tips for local guides; 

• Telephone calls and 

• Laundry and other items of a personal nature. 

 

Single Supplement: The single supplement cost for this tour will be charged if you wish to have single 

accommodation. If RBL cannot provide you with a rooming partner for these nights although you choose 

to share, the single supplement will become applicable. We will make all reasonable efforts to ensure that 

a rooming partner is found if you do wish to share. 

 

IMPORTANT NOTES:  

a) Due to constantly fluctuating exchange rates, we quote our tours in 4 currencies. The tour price 

is however fixed only in the currency printed in bold, and the actual cost in the other currencies 

listed will be adjusted according to prevailing exchange rates at the time of final invoicing (usually 

4 months before the tour.) The same applies to approximate flight and single supplement rates, 

which are also quoted in the respective fixed currency. 

b) Rates are based upon group tariffs; if the tour does not have sufficient registration a small party 

supplement will have to be charged.  

c) Furthermore, these costs are subject to unforeseen increases in tour related costs and may have 

to be adjusted as a result.  

d) Lastly, we may be forced to change or alter the itinerary and / or the designated Rockjumper 

leader/s at short or no notice due to unforeseen circumstances; please be aware that we will attempt 

to adhere as close to the original program as possible. 

 

Tipping: As noted above, gratuities are NOT included on this tour. 
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Special Notes: 

• This Highlights tour moves at a relatively quick pace. Whilst not physically taxing, there can be 

some long travel days to reach the various birding sites. 

• This tour does spend quite a lot of time birding on foot. Many of the walks are gentle in nature, 

through forests, lowlands and coast. None of the walks are particularly demanding. All walks are 

optional. 

• Since some longish drives are necessary to reach the best areas for birds, and as space in the 

vehicles is limited, it is important for the comfort of your fellow travellers that you do not over-

pack. Kindly stick to 20 kg (44lb) for check-in luggage and 8kg (18lb) for hand luggage.  

 

ARRIVAL and DEPARTURE DETAILS: 

This tour does not include any airfares. The tour will depart from Spain’s Seville Airport (IATA: SVQ) 

on day 1, and will conclude after breakfast on day 26 at Finland’s Kuusamo Airport (IATA: KAO), or: 

 

Highlights of Spain 

The tour will depart from Spain’s Seville Airport (IATA: SVQ) on day 1, and will conclude after 

breakfast on day 8 at Madrid International Airport (IATA: MAD). 

 

Highlights of Eastern Europe 

The tour will depart from Bulgaria’s Sofia Airport (IATA: SOF) on day 1, and will conclude after 

breakfast on day 13 at Poland’s Warsaw Airport (IATA: WAW). 

 

Highlights of Finland 

The tour will depart from Finland’s Oulu Airport (IATA: OUL) on day 1, and will conclude after 

breakfast on day 7 at Kuusamo Airport (IATA: KAO). 

 

The above information in respect of arrivals and departures is a guide only. Precise arrival and departure 

information will be sent to you in your Tour Confirmation package once the tour has been officially 

confirmed. If you wish to arrive early and/or depart late and would like assistance in this regard, kindly 

contact the Rockjumper office. 

 

FLIGHTS: 

This tour involves a number of international airports, most of which are well serviced by the world’s 

major airlines. 

• Spain - Seville Airport (IATA: SVQ) 

• Spain - Adolfo Suárez Madrid - Barajas Airport (IATA: MAD) 

• Bulgaria - Sofia Airport (IATA: SOF) 

• Poland - Warsaw Frederic Chopin Airport (IATA: WAW) 

• Finland - Oulu Airport (IATA: OUL) 

• Finland – Kuusamo Airport (IATA: KAO) 

 

Please DO NOT book any flights until you have consulted the Rockjumper office for confirmation 

on the status of the tour. 


